Birdiya Maya
Homelessness
Research Project

Birdiya Maya (Voice of the Elders) i1s an Aboriginal-led
research project privileging the voices of Aboriginal
people experiencing homelessness in Perth.

The research came about

after the first wave of COVID

response, when people were rapidly moved into
temporary accommodation. Aboriginal people told us
that they wanted their voices to be listened to and to
be included in decision making about them.

Birdiya Maya is funded by Lotterywest and led by
Wungening Aboriginal Corporation, working in
partnership with Curtin University’s National Drug
Research Institute, to provide a platform for these voices
to be listened to. The project is guided and overseen by
a group of Elders elected from Elders groups across
the Perth region to form the project Community

Ownership Group.
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The research has been taking
place throughout 2022.

The Birdiya Maya Photovoice
Exhibition is the first

major event of the project,
showcasing the diverse

stories and experiences of
Aboriginal people experiencing
homelessness, through

their own photographs and
descriptions.
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The Community Ownership
Group Is central to the Birdiya
Maya project. The 15 members
meet every six weeks.

They bring extensive lived
experience, community
knowledge and cultural insight
to the project.

They are key to making this a
truly community-led project.
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The Community Ownership
Group are co-researchers

on this project and have
provided cultural guidance and
validation, interpreted findings,
and connected the project team
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with participants and issues.

They have also named the
project, set the research
principles, and sense-checked
iInformation in the literature.
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